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Dear Classmate: 
As 2017 begins, let's see what our Class has done this past year 
and what we plan to do this upcoming year! 
Some of this year's accomplishments include: 
• Class Brunches across the country 
• Participation in Non-Reunion Reunion & Frozen Apple Hockey 

events 
• Keeping engaged on social media  
 
As always, we encourage you to keep in touch through the 
following channels: 
• Like our Facebook page to stay connected (tell your 

friends too!) 
• Keep up to date with Cornell Alumni Magazine by paying 

your class dues - this year there aren't any paper 
mailings (only e-mails!) 

• Bookmark our newly redesigned class website  
• Please, update your address and contact info so we can send 

you important news. Let your friends know to keep their 
information up to date! 

• Submit interesting news and stories for our Class Notes 
• E-mail us with feedback! 



Class President's Message 
It has been a long time since our first years at Cornell. Court and 
Mews halls are no longer bright and shiny, Donlon has been 
renovated, twice, and still isn’t bright and shiny. Even though the 
campus has changed and grown, our shared experiences remain 
part of us and connect us to the University, to each other, and to 
each class of Cornellians that has come before us and after us. 
 
Although each class has their own experiences, those who came 
before us did not have a summer reading assignment 
(SHOCKING!) and the current classes will never know the joys of 
the Class Halls, all of us have struggled through tough classes, 
marveled at the beauty of Ithaca, and made lifelong friends.   We 
all connect with our alma mater in different ways but your class 
officers are one way you can be involved and get updates and 
information from the school. Now that our tenth reunion has 
come and gone we are considered to be “second decade 
alumni.” Although it is an odd term, Cornell puts on events and 
workshops for our demographic, including a leadership lunch and 
learn webinar series planned by the class of 2004. We are 
always looking for ways to stay in touch and stay engaged so 
please reach out to me or another class officer if you have any 
ideas or questions. If you are already involved with other affinity 
groups or regional clubs, keep up the good work and let us know 
if our class could partner with your group or club. We are always 
looking for active alumni, if you would like to get involved with our 
class council, please let me know at jph27@cornell.edu 
--Jason Hnatko, President, Cornell Class of 2005 
 
 
 
 
 



Class Brunches 
Last Spring, our class sponsored three brunches across the 
country - in New York City, Boston, and Chicago! 
 
In New York City, classmates met up on a sunny Saturday at 
Calle Ocho on the Upper West Side, and enjoyed Mexican food 
with unlimited Sangria followed by dessert at Shake Shack. 

 

 

 
In Chicago, classmates met for a delicious Dim Sum brunch! In 
Boston, classmates met at Kirkland Tap & Trotter.  

 

 



Many thanks to Amanda Massa from the Office of Alumni Affairs 
for providing us with lots of Cornell swag for these events! This 
Spring, stay tuned for brunches in the following cities: 
• New York City - Sunday, June 4th, 2017 
• Northern NJ - Sunday, June 4th, 2017 
• Washington, D.C. - TBD 
• SF Bay Area - TBD 
• Boston - TBD 
• Chicago – TBD 
 
We are looking for volunteers to lead events in the following 
cities: 
• Nassau County, NY 
• Los Angeles 
• Ithaca 
• Philadelphia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Non-Reunion Reunion 

 

 

Non-Reunion Reunion is an 
event organized by the 
Class of 2002, where there 
are parties in multiple cities 
across the world the same 
weekend as Ithaca Reunion 
weekend to remind our 
classmates to think about 
Cornell in early June. The 
class of 2002 started this 
initiative back in 2008 for 
just its class, but NRR has 
now expanded to include all 
of the classes from 1995-
2010. Hundreds of alumni 
attended at events all over 
the world, including many 
from the Class of 2005! 
Jason and Brian helped 
organize this year's events 
in Boston and NYC 
respectively, of which class 
dues helped to subsidize! 
Look out for an NRR event 
in a city near you in 2017! 

 
Class of 2005 Scholarship Recipient 
Each year the Class of 2005 sponsors a scholarship for a Cornell 
Undergraduate. The 2016-2017 recipient of the Class of 2005 
scholarship is a Colombian immigrant who is the first in her 
family to go to college. She is studying Animal Science and 
Natural Resources and hopes to have a future career in wildlife 



medicine and conservation. She has written us a beautiful thank 
you letter. Here is a small excerpt: 
"I wanted to personally thank you for your generous 
scholarship. It is because of caring people like you that I am 
able to attend one of the best universities in the country." 
Classmates, thank you all for your support. With your continued 
engagement and financial contributions, we can endow more 
scholarships to help realize Ezra Cornell's goal of "any person, 
any study". 
 
Frozen Apple Hockey! 
This year's Big Red Hockey game in NYC was exciting up until 
the last minute, where Cornell won the game and scored on a 
penalty shot! Classmates also attended the pre-game reception 
(partially sponsored by our Class!) for the Classes of 1996-2006 
at Lucy's Cantina Royale, where we enjoyed Margaritas, Nachos, 
and Quesadillas in anticipation of the fun evening ahead! Keep 
your calendar open for this year's event and hockey game 
against B.U.! 

 
 



Upcoming Class Events 
Class brunches/dinners – May/June 2017 – various 
cities. We are planning a day of class brunches/dinners in 
various locations around the country this Spring, including NYC, 
Northern NJ, Washington, D.C., SF Bay Area, Boston, and 
Chicago. Like our Facebook page for more details on how to 
register! Reach out to Jason if you are interested in planning a 
brunch or dinner near you. 
 
Non-Reunion Reunion – June 2017– various cities. In 
collaboration with other classes, we'll be sponsoring happy hours 
in various cities around the same time Reunion is happening in 
Ithaca.   
 
Class of 2004 Leadership Lunch & Learn – throughout 2017– 
Webinar. The Class of 2004 helps organize webinars during 
lunch time featuring targeted topics that are particularly relevant 
to second decade alumni. 
 
Homecoming – October 20-21, 2017 – Ithaca, 
NY. Homecoming has come a long way from the half-filled 
stadiums of the early 2000s. Enjoy new festivities such as the 
fireworks and laser show, and cheer on fellow classmate David 
Archer as he leads the Big Red!! Please let us know if you are 
planning to attend Homecoming so we can organize a class 
event. 
 
Thanksgiving Hockey Events – November 25, 2017 – New 
York, NY. Are you already planning to attend the annual 
Thanksgiving hockey game at Madison Square Garden? Maybe 
you’re just planning to see friends/family in New York. Either way, 
come join us at Cornell sponsored events before/after the game! 
 
 



Cornell Alumni Leadership Conference (CALC) 
Seven of our classmates attended CALC this year in Baltimore, 
MD, sharing ideas with each other and meeting with Cornell 
Alumni Affairs staff to plan events for this upcoming year. The 
weekend ended with a class dinner at Aggio, featuring creative 
Italian food from Top Chef contestant Bryan Voltaggio!  

 
 
Cornell Class Dues vs. Annual Fund Gifts - What's the 
difference?  
By Rosalie Cincotta Boothe, Fundraising Chair   
We all receive numerous letters and email from Cornell 
throughout the year and it definitely gets overwhelming! Do you 
know the difference between your Class Dues and gifts to the 
Annual Fund? Yes, there is a difference! Your Class Dues ensure 
your participation as an alumnus and help fund class events 
throughout the year – they also include a subscription to the 
Cornell Alumni Magazine.  Gifts to the Annual Fund are tax-
deductible donations that you make at your discretion that help 
fund important programs and aid to our alma mater.    



 Class Dues: The Office of Alumni Affairs relies on dues-paying 
alumni to help finance events and programs for our class each 
year, such as networking events in designated cities (i.e. Non-
Reunion Reunion (NRR), Red Hot Hockey Pre-Game in 
NYC).  Your dues also include a year’s subscription to the 
Cornell Alumni Magazine. Pay your Class Dues!    
Gifts to Cornell: Gifts provide unrestricted support to help the 
university put funds to use wherever the need is greatest.  You 
can also designate your gift to help a specific college or program 
of your choice.  Regardless of where your gift is designated, your 
gift will count towards our class’ charitable totals, which is one 
way Cornell measures our class’ engagement.  Gifts of any 
amount are greatly appreciated.  The Annual Fund cycle follows 
the university’s fiscal year of July 1 to June 30, so be sure 
to make a gift by June of each year.    
 
Click here for more information about the difference between 
Class Dues and Gifts to the Annual Fund.    Your current class 
officers are passionate about offering more networking and social 
events throughout the year in cities near you.  Be sure to pay 
your Class Dues so we can make this happen! Go Big Red!   
 
"The Five Recent CU Presidents: Rawlings to 
Pollack"  by Thomas Balcerski '05, Ph.D. '14, Class Historian 
Over the past fifteen years, Cornell University has seen four 
separate presidencies, Hunter Rawlings (1995-2003), Jeffrey 
Lehman (2003-2005), David Skorton (2006-2015), and Elizabeth 
Garrett (2015-2016), and, as of April 16, 2017, the beginning of a 
fifth, with the appointment of Martha Pollack. But did you know 
that during two of the transition periods between presidential 
terms that Hunter Rawlings served as interim president? Many of 
us will recall that Hunter served in the interim post after the 
sudden resignation of President Lehman in June 2005. He did so 



once more following the tragic death of President Garrett on 
March 6, 2016. It's a remarkable feat, matched only by Vice-
President William Channing Russel--a man whom Morris Bishop 
called "the forgotten man of Cornell's history"--who served as 
Acting President on multiple occasions while co-founder Andrew 
Dickson White gallivanted across Europe. 
 
  In his two stints as interim president, Rawlings has acted in two 
especially significant ways. The first, you will remember, was to 
resolve the so-called Redbud Woods controversy, which 
permitted the construction of a relatively more eco-friendly 
parking lot on the site of a wooded plot owned by the university 
(of interest, the lot is presently used by undergraduate students 
who live in the house system on West Campus, while a plaque 
commemorates the efforts to save the beautiful trees that once 
stood there). More recently, Rawlings has spoken against the 
recent immigration ban, vowing to "support and defend" 
undocumented students at Cornell. He later added his signature 
to fifteen other university presidents in protest.   But to return to 
the present moment, Hunter Rawlings is once more the president 
of Cornell University. He is, to paraphrase T.H. Arthur, the once 
and future president of the modern Cornell.  
 
For more on President Rawlings' time as president of Cornell, 
check out the insightful interview with the Cornell Daily Sun.   Soon 
enough, though, President Rawlings' watch will once again come 
to an end. So just who will be his replacement? A recent article in 
the Cornell Chronicle provides an excellent introduction, while 
another recent piece in the Cornell Daily Sun places her in a 
positive light. A few facts seem especially pertinent--Pollack is a 
fellow Ivy Leaguer, having obtained her undergraduate degree 
from Dartmouth in 1979, and her Ph.D. in computer science from 
UPenn in 1986. As a faculty member, she has worked at the 



University of Pittsburgh and, most recently, the University of 
Michigan (in a pattern similar to President Lehman). While any 
university president necessarily acts as the institution's biggest 
cheerleader, this historian can only hope that her loyalties to Big 
Red athletics can be quickly established. 
 
Your Alumni Class Officers (2015-2020)  
President  Jason Hnatko - jph27@cornell.edu 
Reunion Chair  Meghan Cunningham 

- megcunningham@gmail.com 
Executive Vice 
President  Jennifer Shloming - jrs78@cornell.edu 
VP of Affinities  Erica Kagan - etk4@cornell.edu 
VP of Communications  Brian Levine - bl76@cornell.edu 
Fundraising Chair  Rosalie Cincotta Boothe - rosalieboothe@gmail.com 
Treasurer  Andrew Vedamuthu - sav27@cornell.edu 
Historian  Thomas Balcerski - tjb36@cornell.edu 
Class Correspondents  Michelle Wong - mrw29@cornell.edu 
  Hilary Johnson - haj4@cornell.edu 
  Johnny Chen - jc362@cornell.edu 
 
Thanks for reading this newsletter and please stay in 
touch and feel free to let us know any ideas you have 
on how we can better serve you! 
  
 

  
 

	


